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Practice Abstract  

Author: HORTA 

Increase sustainability in the grapevine sector by 

introducing payments for ecosystem services provision 

Carbon Credits remuneration for vineyard management – Italy 
 
Sustainable Innovation Pilot 10 (SIP10) aims at establishing sustainable vineyard management practices by promoting 
the payment of ecosystem services (PESs) and highlighting the benefits of healthy ecosystems. The system for Carbon 
Credits (CCs) calculation and tracing provides strong incentives to apply sustainable farming practices. Moreover, a 
parametric insurance mechanism is introduced to help farmers face certain environmental conditions that can conduce 
to grape disease development. Finally, the development of a system for calculating Verified Emission Reduction (VER) 
facilitates the process of selling CCs in the voluntary market through ad hoc platforms and creates extra revenue for the 
farmers. 

 
 Outcomes: Two of the most important innovations are the introduction of Carbon Credits (CCs) and the 

adoption of Parametric Insurance. Both empower farmers to adopt sustainable farming practices. 

 
 Practical Recommendations: It is recommended to invest more time and effort in effective and clear 

communication towards farmers, as well as towards the actors engaged across the entire value chain. 

Farmers should acknowledge that sustainable management practices may generate “new income” from 

selling CCs on emerging markets.  

 
 Problems: One problem reported is that “old-school” farmers are not tech savvy, possibly due to lack of trust 

in technology. 

 
 Outlook: Concerning the future of the pilot, it is important to involve a third party certificator, a CCs expert 

and an insurance company to cover all possible issues. As regards the replicability scheme, it’s estimated that 

a 2-year period is needed. 
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Description of project activities 

The Ploutos project will develop a Sustainable Innovation Framework that 

follows a systemic approach to the agri-food sector, building on three 

pillars: Behavioural Innovation, Sustainable Collaborative Business Model 

Innovation and Data-Driven Technology Innovation. The project will deploy 

11 Sustainable Innovation Pilots, where using a Multi-Actor Approach, new 

innovative solutions and methodologies will be implemented, tested, 

assessed and derive practical lessons learned. A Ploutos Innovation 

Academy will be established as a vehicle for integrating the know-how, best 

practices and assessments developed across the project and derived from 

the Sustainable Innovation Pilots. 

Objective of the project 

The main objective of Ploutos project 

is to help rebalance the agri-food 

value chain and enhance its 

sustainability (economic, 

environmental and social) by 

establishing a Sustainable Innovation 

Framework that is powered by an 

innovative combination of 

behavioral change, collaborative 

business model innovation and data-

driven technological services. 

PLOUTOS CONSORTIUM 

33 Partners 

11 Pilots 

10 Countries 

https://ploutos-h2020.eu/
https://ploutos-h2020.eu/

