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Regenerative Agriculture in Agricultural Cooperative Krakovany - Straze

Author(s)

“Let's save the soil for our children's children” is the motto of the Agricultural
Cooperative in Krakovany-Straze, which decided to change the way their fields
are managed almost 10 years ago. Conventional agriculture, which still prevails in
Slovakia, degrades the soil and causes higher demands for synthetic fertilizers,  paniel Acs, Miriam Acsova
irrigation and other inputs to maintain crop growth. Unlike conventional,  (Bjoeconomy Cluster)
regenerative farming is in harmony with nature, respecting its ecological and

biological processes, which brings life back to the soil. In Krakovany, they realized

the change is needed and they stopped ploughing their fields, keep the fields

covered (after the main crop a cover crop is sown, which is allowed to freeze over

the winter, and in the subsequent spring, main crop is sown on the frozen

residues), they stopped gsing §¥nthetic fertilizers, insecticides and fungicides
and began to apply organic fertilizers and composts, but only on the surface of
the soil without incorporation. As the results in Krakovany show, regenerative
agriculture is more economical, since ploughing machines do not drive over the
field several times a year; it is more ecological, since they do not use synthetic
fertilizers and CO2 is sequestered to the soil. In addition, risk of erosion is ’
mitigated and the water retention function of the soil is increased. As this
farming method proved to be effective, Krakovany decided to spread
information and educate other farmers about regenerative agriculture, its
principles, practices and benefits through regular presentations on their fields
and organization of events aimed at its promotion.
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Short summary for practitioners in Slovak

Author(s)

“Zachranme podu pre deti nasich deti” je motto Polnohospodarskeho druzstva v
Krakovanoch, ktoré sa takmer pred 10 rokmi rozhodlo zmenit spasob, akym
obhospodaruje podu. Konvencny sposob farmarcenia, ktory je v dnesnej dobe na
Slovensku velmi rozsireny, v podstate degraduje podu, co sposobuije, Ze plodiny
potrebuju viac syntetickych hnojiv, zavlaZzovanie a iné vstupy, aby boli schopné rast.
V Krakovanoch to vsak zacali robit inak - principom regenerativneho farmarcenia.
To, narozdiel od toho konvencného, funguje v harmonii s prirodou a respektuje jej
prirodzené ekologickeé a biologické procesy, vdaka ktorym sa do pady vracia Zivot.
V Krakovanoch prestali orat, dokonca nerobia ani podmietku, podu maju stale
pokryty (hlavny plodinu sadia do zbytkov z predchadzajicej plodiny, nasledne
nasadia medziplodinu, ktor( v zime nechaji vymrznGt a nasledujicu jar sadia do
vymrznutych zbytkov), nepouzivajo umelé hnojiva, insekticidy a fungicidy a
aplikuju organické hnojiva a komposty, ale iba na povrch pody bez zapravenia. Ako
sa v Krakovanoch ukazalo, takyto spdsob obhospodarovania pody je
ekonomickejsi, kedze neutlacaju podu mnohonasobnym prechodom techniky; je
ekologickejsi, kedze nepouzivaju umelé hnojiva a navyse CO2 je sekvestrované do
pody, ¢im je pravdepodobnost erdzie vyznamne nizsia a vodozadrzna schopnost
pody je lepsia. KedZe sa druzstvu tento spdsob farmarcenia osvedcil, rozhodli sa
Sirit informacie a vzdelavat aj ostatnych polnohospodarov o jeho principoch,
postupoch a vyhodach cez pravidelné prezentacie priamo na poliach a
organizaciou podujalti s cielom propagovat regenerativne polnohospodarstvo.
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Additional Information (context, links, etc.)

https://www.regenerative.sk/

About CO-FRESH

The CO-FRESH project aims to provide techniques, tools and insights https://co-fresh.eu/
on how to make agri-food value chains more environmentally =

sustalngl?le, soao—ecgnom@ally balanced _and economlcal.ly , COFRESH-H2020
competitive. The project pilots several agri-food value chain

innovations to see how they, in combination, can improve

environmental and socio-economic sustainability. m CO-FRESH

CO-FRESH Partners
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This practice abstract reflects only the author’s view. The CO-FRESH project is not responsible for any use that may be
made of the information it contains.

This project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon 2020 research and innovation
programme under grant agreement No 101000852



https://co-fresh.eu/
https://twitter.com/cofresh_h2020
https://www.linkedin.com/company/co-fresh
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